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Now in full-color comesÂ a witty and engaging look at Europe's history and art, from America's

European travel guru. Rick Steves' Europe 101 helps you make the most of your sightseeing. A fun

but informative guide, this "professor in your pocket" features chronologically organized

chapters&#151;from the pyramids to Picasso&#151;that explain the forces behind Europe's most

important cultural and artistic periods. Other features include handy lists of sights that allow you to

link your newly acquired knowledge with the specific paintings, sculptures, and buildings you'll see

on your trip, a humorous, readable style that is a joy to read compared with the history textbooks

you slept on in school, and timelines, maps, drawings, and photos that illustrate Europe's story and

round out your education.
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"An unusually gifted and passionate travel writer""Humorous and historical perspective covering a

mere 5,000 years of Western civilization.""Europe 101 is a diligent and thorough review of the

subject that steers visitors in the right directions.""Steves preaches a low-cost, low-to-the-ground

style that not only saves money, but gets you closer to the real Europe, the way Europeans

experience it"

Gene Openshaw is a writer, composer, tour guide, and lecturer on art and history. Specializing in

writing walking tours of Europe's cultural sights, Gene has coauthored 10 of Rick's books and



contributes to Rick's public television series. As a composer, Gene has written a full-length opera

(Matter), a violin sonata, and dozens of songs. He lives near Seattle with his daughter, and roots for

the Mariners in good times and bad. Since 1973, Rick Steves has spent about four months a year

exploring Europe. His mission: to empower Americans to have European trips that are fun,

affordable, and culturally broadening. Rick produces a best-selling guidebook series, a public

television series, and a public radio show, and organizes small-group tours that take over 20,000

travelers to Europe annually. He does all of this with the help of a hardworking, well-traveled staff of

100 at Rick Steves' Europe in Edmonds, Washington, near Seattle. When not on the road, Rick is

active in his church and with advocacy groups focused on economic justice, drug policy reform, and

ending hunger. To recharge, Rick plays piano, relaxes at his family cabin in the Cascade

Mountains, and spends time with his partner Trish, son Andy, and daughter Jackie.

Love it. I agree w/ Rick--rip out parts you need on a trip because the book is very heavy for a

suitcase. Very interesting reading for basic art history--good for someone who doesn't generally

care much about art. I minored in art history but I still thought it was interesting.

This book has been around since Jesus was a teenager and it is still the best of its type if you are a

european newbie. you will always be in the know, when it comes to just what the heck you are

looking at, in terms of art and history.

HILARIOUS! This is such a wonderful book. It gives you history, illustrated photos, and laughs as

you prepare for going to some of Europe's greatest galleries and art museums. Another book

definitely worth the purchase price! Enjoyable and printed on high quality paper to boot!.

For anyone interested in art, this is just as much history as you need to know. I am having fun

reading it, checking off which pieces of art I have seen and using the book to make a list of what I

will want to see next.

Disappointed that after just a few hours the pages were pulling out of the spine. Now, let my wife

glue it back together or return it.Last edition is alive and well, but in a different state. I know Rick

would like you to tear them apart, but maybe not for a reference book.

Especially helpful for teachers- art enthusiasts- anyone planning a trip to Europe.



If your looking for a quick orientation history of Europe, this book will do the trick. Just as Rick

explains in the book's intro and description, it is oriented towards the traveler. I read this before a

three week tour of Europe and am so glad I did- it gave me a working knowledge of the basics of

European history, providing a framework in which to understand the significance and history of what

I was seeing on my tour. Well written, with just enough humor to keep it interesting. I would

recommend it to anyone looking to brush up on their European history! It does fizzle out at the end,

particularly the second half of the 20th century. The last chapter, on Europe today, isn't worth

reading. But the rest of the book is EXCELLENT!

I have read this book and sent several copies to my friends as gift. Really good book for travelers to

Europe, widely covering arts related to popular attractions. Recommended.
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